Psalm 2 — An Awesome Prophecy

by Frank Selch

New King James

Biblia Hebraica

1 Why do the nations rage, And the people plot
a vain thing?

2 The kings of the earth set themselves, And
the rulers take counsel together, Against the
LORD and against His Anointed, saying,

3 oOLet wus break Their

Awaytheir cords from us.

4 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The
LORD shall hold them in derision.

5 Then He shall speak to them in His wrath,
And distress them in His deep displeasure:

6oYet | have set My Ki
of Zi on. 6
7 ol wi | | decl are the

saidto Me , @ré MySon, Today | have
begotten You.

8 Ask of Me, and | will give  YouThe nations
for Your inheritance, And the ends of the

earth for Your possession.

9 You shall break them with a rod of iron; You
Shaldash them to pieces
vessel .

10 Now therefore, be wise, O kings; Be
instructed, you judges of the earth.

11 Serve the LORD with fear, And rejoice with
Trembling .

12 Kiss the Son, lest He is angry, And you
perish /nthe way, When His wrath is kindled
but a little. Blessed are all those who put their
trust in Him.
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This Psalnis probably one of the most remarkable, yet, in my view, unrecognised prophetic
Scripture, in the entire Bible. Although the Psalm was written about 3000 years ago, it clearly points
to events of our day, to the coming of an Anointed One, a Messialoneone especially chosen by
theMost High to be poured out as a bleafflering, yet would rule subsequently witlad of iron.

What makes the Psalm so remarkable is that the,cldeéshare hiddenin the Hebrew textare
impossible to discern from any dfd translation$ irrespective of the languagé&'et, the aboveext
hasi allegedlyi been freshly translated with every new edition of the Bible, though it s&ued

A

anyoneo0s foang greanegteniThismext is significant for all peoplept just Christians,

'Biblia HebraicaStuttgartensiaWith Westminster Hebrew Morpholody@96, c1925; morphology ¢1991 (electroBit) (Ps 2:112).

Stuttgart; Glenside PA: German Bible Society; Westminster Seminary.
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because in thBsalm it is God, Who declares that He caused His King to be poured out as-a blood
offering on Mt Zion. If | am correct in thisthen every Christian who ever blamed the Jewish People
for the death o¥eshua MUST hanchis head in shame and tbleurch should be begging forgiveness
of every Jewislperson alive todain the fear of Godfor the anguish caused to their ancestors
throughout the agedVe need to bear in mind that God used the Chaldeans to chastise His Ipatople
where are the Chaldeans today? Their ancestors have been reduced to the status of beggars.

Textual Analysis

A plain reading of the text clearly indicates that what we have before us is comprised of two
monologues. Monologueneconsists of the Pgailsts reflections and Monologiwod of God 6 s
response.

1Why do the nations rageand the people plot aain thing?

Considering that this text was writensomédr ee t housand years ago, we n
Psalmist talking about, and how istiill relevanttou s 2?6 Si nce this was written
kingdom, there is a possibility that if David was ¢ghehor of this Psalm, he may have had problems

with nations he had conquerédThe following versesould be seen as a confirmatiofthat and
rebelionamong Davi dds subj e drizon B8, whatlis tiisavaire or engg,n on t h
futile thinghe is talking about? It is nothing less than the wahaeified humanism that has been and

still is sweeping the globe. Again aadain, one can hetlre cliché fAéas | ong as peopl €
togethernot hi ng i s i mpves kkedbn cce g o d elendy dupide thedtheory

thatthe human race is quite OK without a God to nuer us. It seems to me that human beings

utteredsimilar words a long time ago at the tower of Babel.

The consequence was a scattered human racedhrase also indicates that the human race still has
notlearned. There is not one nation left on earth thadidrying in one way, or another, ion the
racewithout the God of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob.

Tragically, this also applies to Israel as welll Evetsiael there is only a minority that still insists to
dot hi ngs i n Godds wa yPRolitittansdeemlit olhardystdapplyant i guat adl i
Bi blicab whgsbéd6Modern State of |srael d.

The kings of the earth set themselvescathe rulers take counsebgether, gainst the
LORD and against His Anointed, saying,

The term, O0Kings of tobepeintigpawider&ircle & rulerathanthgy s e e ms
immediate neighbours of the Davidic kingdom. Yety appear to be speaking against the Eternal

One, theGod of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and His Messi@yauid was the author of this Psalm, it

is highlyunlikelythath e r ef erred t o Amioms:mdalefd d < tthhe Lladrod/Ges c o

2 Both the Hebrew Bible and the Septuagint are silent on the authordPsplof 2, but the Latin Vulgate notes David as the author.

3 | charge that it is a grave error by Bible translators to use the term @h¥sissiah in the New Covenant writings (NT), but to omit it in
theHebrew Bible (OT) when the term clearly appliestoneone other thanking of Isragd whatever the reason.
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thenhewas | ooking into the HQORDG ewandydthet @ anomert (ea
Who is thisAnointed One? Is it Israel and the Jewish Peoplebaslg? Athough Israel was

@ n o i rby @od tbbecome a light to the Gentiles, they failed in tingission as much as the

Christians failed in their®o reflect the love o¥eshuato the world

There is only one person that the title camigletfully be referredupon;He is none other than ti8on
of Man spoken of by Daniel, who had receivadiegdom and dominion.

This, however, does not mean that the JeWsbple have become irrelevant. The opposition shown
to God and HidMessiahincludesthe Jewish Peopleecause they will always be a part of the body of
theMessiah until the human race stands in judgerefure the Great White Throne of the God of
Abraham,saac and Jacob.

Therefore, whatever opposition the world pupsagainst Godt will automatically come up against
theJewish People and Israel.

’fi L estbreaktheir bonds in piecesrad cast awayheirc or ds from us. o

The bondage the Psalmist is speaking of ireabviously not just an earthly bondage, bdbable
6di vi ne édomingfrord thegLORDAND His Anointed. Bearing v.2 in mind we ackearly
looking at a period removed from that@évid. But, if we look past David, there is no otberiod in
Judah/ | srael 6s hhasetoccurned. OneenSelon®n hadh dissthkiogdoms wiere
almost continuously under attaftbm foreign powers. The periods when this watthe case are too
insignificant to warrant thi®salm.

Therefore, we need to turn our gaze towthedChristian era. History itself tells us that mdsthe
world was dominated by Christendom umtiW I. However, there were stirrings of discontesith
Judeo/Christian thought almost a century amude before that. Beginning with the rise of
Communism and Hitler, we have the first relahllenges to #rule of Christendom. However vilas
not until well after WW |l that the codes ahdliefs of the Judeo/Christian way of life caoraler
really serious attack.

Until well after WW 1I, Christians identifiethemselve$ generally speaking by their morhcodes.
Aided by the entertainment industry, peottie world over began to cast off those moeskraints
and even publicly flaunt amoral, antten blatantly immoral, behaviour with &rcreasing frequency.

Gradually, the rejection of the God of tBible and the Judeo/Christian value system, gathaae

and more momentum aided by the growth ofitlesv Age Movement. By and by the world was

casting off the restraints and guidance imposed byuteo/Christian God and His Anointed

(Messiah oChrist). Today, the term god is a genericéngodismor e or | ess what sui
perception andt the same timat is nolonger the Christ (or Messiah)w lived in timeand history,

but a Christ of Rith who matters.

4 The French Revolution could also be seen as the first major chatledgeeo/Christian thought by seeking to abolish the rule of the

King, who was regarded as being appointed and anoint&bbyNevertheless, the rise of napoleon overturned that for a while and

constrained the revolution to a more or less localized event, butwesglscattered abroad all the same. Following hard on the héleés of

enlightened thinking of the French reviddumaries came Charlé&arwin. Darwin was the first to challenge the validity of 8wiptures and
theexistence of a Creator God as such throughhise or y of Evol uti on. See al Jrml")61925ate v. John



Psalm 2 — An Awesome Prophecy

® He who sits in the heavens shadlugh; The Lordshall hold them in derision.

The Psalmist clearly regards the activitesofher | d6s rul ers as wutterly fu
far above human activity that the actions of worldly rulereeiation to Him border on the ridiculous.
God can onlyaugh at them and treat their actions with contempt.

Because the world is indifferent to the Word of God, tteeget that the nations had already tried
once before toeach into the heavens by means of a tower. How @uwdne or anythingyhich is
finite possibly oppose or defyith impunity, the infinite and eternally Existent One?

* Then He shdl speak to them in His wrath, rad distress them in His deep displeasure:

Although the human actions may border on the ridiculthes;nevertheless, arouse the wrath of God.
Humans hadlready rebelled before on several occagioffisst through Adam and again, during

No a h 6 s . IGeresiechapten éllustrates for us how even the godly strain of Adaiglescendds
became corrupted when they compromised themselvesheittiescendants of Cain (Gen:6)1

Here too, a misunderstanding of the Hebrew produced an error in translatioHedreeword
nephilim meaning fallen oneisreferringto the line of Cain, was rendered giants (LXX) or plainly
nephilimand thus misunderstood as supernatural beifgs. prevailing global situation is seen as far
worse by the Psalmist than what has gone befidmv the situationwas even worse

>fiYet | have seMy KingonMy holy hill of Zion. o

This verse has been translated ia #fvovemanneifor at least five centuriesom theGreek(LXX)
and the Latid both the Septuagint arnlde Vulgate present this version along vernaduarslations.
However, the Hebrew text presentswith the insight of a possible different meanir§it r on g 6 s

Concordanceexplains the termgq % @a&&Nh as outlined in the footnotes (this is atspported by

Brown, Driver & Brigg® the mostauthoritative Hebrew Lexicon). Yet, mysteriousdyl, Bibles

translations continue to interpmeasakii as:o | h a v But, hedlectronic¥ersion of thalV

published by LOGOS footnotesthisversen di cati ng t he Stronabdve versi ol
History tdls us that it was thfblood of the]righteousson of God whowas poured out on Mt Zion as

I would like to suggest here th&iis Psalm establishes a cléiak between the Son of Man in the

> St r o05258,068585259 xr@s&N a primitive root; used by th&V in the following manner: pour out 12, pour 4, cover 3, offer 2,

melteth 1, molten 1, set 1, set up 125 x in total;

1) to pour out, pour, offer, cast

1a) (Qal)

lal) to pour out

1a?2) to cast metdéinages

1a3) to anoint (a king)

1b) (Niphal) to be anointed

1c) (Piel) to pour out (as a libatiod) it is important to bear in mind that
the only difference between Qal and Piel is in the vowels.
1d) (Hiphil) to pour out libations

1le) (Hophal) to be poureslit

2) to set, install

2a) (Qal) to install

2b) (Niphal) to be installed
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prophecies oDaniel and the death of the Son of God on Calvamcording to David, the almighty
hadan ation in mind that would ultimately bring judgment upitve world

As | said above, the Scriptures foretold a thousesaals before the actuabentthatdo God Hi ms e |
would pour out His King on Zion, His Holy hilld

I would also like to suggest that what we are seeing héhne i&lfilment of what Abraham said
prophetically to his sononcerning the Eternal Oné&aalwill provide for Himself the lamb for a
burnto f f e r (Gang22:8).Blere is also clear prodiiat the execution of eshuaof Nazarethwas
not aJewish plot, but a part of the plan of God for temonciliation of thehuman race.

The Jewish People, as alwaysaind forbetter or worse, are the servants of Godio thousand years
earlier, Abraham was askéalsacrifice his only sonOn Calvary, the descendamatsAbraham
fulfilled the plan of God and this tintéod provided the perfect lanibHis only begotterson (c/f.
Gen. 22:119). The Son of Man in Daniél:13-14 was given a kingdom and dominion, \gatys
Daniel, the Anointed One (Messiah; @hristog will be cut off for the transgression ofhers (9:26).
This verse, however, cuts deeply alsm another direction another direction as weltldinolishes
the hideous error that God died Galvary,but establishes clearly that He poured idist (anointed)
king in that placé. In the case of Isaac, thdmighty prevented Arahands handrom killing his

son. What lam suggesting here @od permitted the killing of His beloved by the hand of enéni
bothJewish and Gentilé to demonstrate that He WILL raise the righte&asn the grave.There is
much evidence thabod permitted the death of Yeshua. However, there is non&thdwffered a
sacrifice of Hmselfto atone for the sins of men. The death of Yeshualisaa testimony that
althoughthe righteous may suffer grievely at the hand of the wicke@odwill raise themfrom the
grave. The questighowever, remains whgo many other Jewish martyrs were not resurrected and
aYeshua was?

There is massive evidence that my claim is trliee clearest statement is in Psalm 16:4 where the
verbnasakhunmistakeably refers to a blood offering; beT h drimk offerings ofblood| will not

of fer é6.

In Proverbs3:23 we findnasakhused inreference to wisdomer OW b @8 R D OL B< .#lisOL © 8 -U W
rendered thus into Englishl have been established frawerlasting, from the beginnifg6 The

NKJV even annotatdahis verse as relating to Psalm 2. However, the context of this passage demands
thatnasakhtiD O® shéuldbetealdspoured forth since the context of the verse isomnection

with the next verseviz.
26 | h a paredfertbfrom everlasting, from the beginning, before there was ever an
earth. When there were no depths | was brought forth, when there were no foiatains
springslaboundi ng.with wateroé

Verses 224 are a parallel construct Wwithe focus on water pouring out in great abundance in v.24.

Rather than stating that wisdom was established, the writer declares it was poured out. Wisdom is

part of God and does not need to be established. Rtbeatatement tells us that just as water pours

our liberally from the depths, soThdré¢aealeast®s wi s d

6PI ease note that the term G&€hmart®Chrsi at hybd,r i whideh iimpmartaatloseo ftrfoen It &
note that the term Christ, ChristasChristos has takemn a meaning of its own over the last few centuries, which is marieved from the

original He br ew meBultmamg is thehrist M Eadthsof tlekedygmatkabis important, NOT the Messian Yeshua

ofhistond i t i s Bult mannds v i moderntChritian thoaght indehmes pfany Messianit hogesfiapective.
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verses that use a form of the Hebrew meakhandon every occasion it refers to a libation in
relaton to a burnt offering, the pouring out of blood, water (1 Chron.11:18) or the pouringaut of
spirit of sleep from God (Isa.29:10yiz. The verdict of the overall witness is that the interpretation
handed down over the centuriasPsalm 2:6 (to establish, or sit) is a powedrror exacerbated by
the LXX.

AL owi | decl are t hemgéYauw ear e HWH Shoars, staa dda yt
you. 8Ask of Me, and | will give pu the nations foryour inheritance, ad the ends of the
earth for your possessiort.You shall break them with a rodf iron; you shall dash them to

A

pieces |like @ potterds vessel .o

Although te is in the form antikeness of man (Dan.7:1B4), ke alone is worthy to come into the
presencef the Ancient of DaysThe book of Revelationorfirms that the Son of God is no ordinary
being.

This information continues to demolish the notion @ineek and mild e s. The [tters to the seven
churchesndicate that the world has to reckon with somedifferent than theblond and bluesyed
picture booklesuswhen e returnsas King of Kings.The Psalmist clearly foresees tttzis One will
rule the world with absolute justiéearod of iron’ He has been given a Kingdom that cariret
destroyed; one that will never pass aay is theKingdom of God, or Heavefin.18:36). What
makesv.8-9 particularly interesting is that John reflectstibeam in Rev 19:15The very fact that this
passage isicluded in the description of the Second Conshguld make us sit up and pay particular
attention.

Why? Because it wilkhange our view ofeshuac onsi der abl e and influence t
we preach.

10Now therefore, be wise, O kingsphnstructed, you judges of the earthServe the LORD

with fear, and rejoice with trembling.*? Kiss the sn, lest he be angryand you perish in

the way, vien his wrath is kindled but a littleBlessed are all thos&ho put their trust in

Him.

Godds instruction t earthiht@esubmd tumblyltatre $en, éd ioevdss of t F
given dominion and glory andkangdom, that alpeoples, nations, and languages should skbive

His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass awayhiakihgdom the one, which
shall not DOae7destroyed. 6

There catbenoquesti on that wedére not dealingspgken h one
of in the book of RevelationYeshuais returning as the Just & Righteous King. Those who have

placed their trust iim will be greatly blessedBut woe be to those whthink that they can fool

araund withhim.

7Yeshuaisportrayedasth@’zGo od ShiededdeHe tef@rs to Himsedfs such. In Psalm 23 we read the Ki
confideneintheDi vi ne Shepherd and Hi s Rod¢g.r oftee ts mep H wilrfdadrdoer efwdi dicgky;aufreyrmb o |
and your stafdb.tAédwntcoimeo Me sRedoditoniskathlalsymboliclofeHisalithority amtirength. If David as

a shephergrotected his sheep with a wooden rod, the Messiah will protedidiswith an unbreakable one.
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Conclusion

Psalm 2 is the only Biblical text, which clearly refers to the future death of a messianic figure chosen
by YHWH. There is none othérincluding Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53, which can be tsstiow that

the T°nakh actually foretold the death of one anointed by God. However, when we turn to the book of
Acts 4:2528, we are confronted with this remarkable proclamation of the group of believers
assembledh Jerusalenviz.

6Why di d (rehdegentiles)rage,mdshe people plot vain things? The kings of the
earth took their standand the rulers were gathered togethagainst the Lord and against His
C h r i*diter tduly againstYour holy srvantYeshuawhom You anointed, HoHerod and
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles afgbme of the people of Israel, were gathered togetfp
do whatever Your hand and Your purppsedetermined to be doged

Whata remarkable statement! Why did they proclaim exactly that portion of Psalm 2? Is it just
possible that for them that passage had clinched it éon that the events at Passowere a clear
fulfilment of prophecyi something they could have only umst®od if they were reading the
Scriptures in Hebrew. Why? Because the LXX tells us nothing from that Psatrept what is
written in our Bibles.The strange thing here is that the LXX clearly uses thechristouin v.6 of
Psalm 2. However, the vernacular only shawsinted ongoccasionally itis translated as Messiah].

Now the translators of the LXX may be forgiven for using a tevhich might explain what
could not havdéeen understood 200 odd years before the coming ifiée However, we are alive
2000 years after them with much understanding of Greek and Hebrew. So, why can we not
understandhis prophecycorrectly?

Today the nations ateuly ragingagainsthe Most High and His anointed... ! The nations are
raging against the Christian Chriagainst Jewish Israel and aghtheHebrewGod Irrespective of
whether | am correct in my assessments here, what is that ihé worlds rulers have no time for
any of the thre@ be they Christian, Jewish or tB&lical Creator Himseland want to see them
eliminated altogethér

It is ironic, but the Christians wanted to eliminated the Jews and now they themselve®iave th
heads on thevorld& chopping block.. B



